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SOUTH DAKOTA

hen you think 
about the work 

of the Church, 
you likely think about 
the work of proclaiming 
God’s Word and doing 
works of service in the 
congregation and com-
munity. These activities 
are of utmost importance!

There is the business side of the work 
of the Church, too: offerings, checking 
accounts, financial reports, bills, worker 
health, retirement benefits and much 
more. These activities are of great im-
portance!

Such is life in the congregation, and 
such is life in a church district like ours.

On the business side of the district, 
we are blessed to have had Randy 
Gayken serve as the business man-
ager of the South Dakota District for 
the past 37 years.

At the district convention in April, 
the delegates, via a resolution, 
formally commended Randy for his 
faithful, dedicated service alongside 
five district presidents and four 
executive secretaries over the years. 
After the unanimous adoption of the 
resolution, Randy and his wife, Sher-
ree, were presented with a voucher 
for travel as a thank-you gift from 
the district.

When asked what has been the 
greatest blessing of his time as our See MESSAGE, page 2

Minding our business
business manager, Randy said:

“As business manager for the South 
Dakota District, God has bestowed 
on me many blessings for which I 
am so grateful. If I have to choose 
the greatest blessing, it would be 
the blessing of serving. 

“I’ve had the opportunity to serve 
our district president and Board of 
Directors by managing an account-
ing system to provide budgets and 
financial reports which assisted the 
Board to set goals and provide fi-
nancial resources for ministries and 
programs. Through our Church Ex-
tension Fund, I served our congre-
gations and schools by managing 
the fund to enable them to receive 
loans to build or remodel facilities 

for worship, education and fellow-
ship and at the same time serving 
our members with investment 
options to earn interest while pro-
viding investments for CEF. I also 
served our congregation treasurers 
and financial leaders, providing 
them with accounting resources and 
putting on treasurer’s workshops, 
enabling them to be more efficient 
in their church responsibilities. 

“I thank God for the blessing of 
serving and I thank the Board of 
Directors for allowing me to serve in 
this beloved South Dakota District!”

On June 1, Randy stepped away as 
business manager. However, he will 
continue to serve our district, part-time, 
as the vice-president for the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund (LCEF). In this 
position, Randy will assist our congre-
gations, schools and rostered church 

workers in knowing about LCEF’s 
investor products and ministry 
services. 

Randy will hand off the business 
manager duties to Chad Zinnel, who 
has served in the district office for 
13 years as an accountant. Chad has 
worked closely with Randy to ensure 
that mission offerings are properly 
accounted for and distributed, along 
with a host of other financial duties.  

When Chad was asked about what 
he is looking forward to in his new 
position, he responded: “As business 
manager, I’m looking forward to 
continuing to serve the South Dako-From left, Chad Zinnel is the South Dakota District’s 

new business manager, replacing Randy Gayken, 
who stepped down after 37 years.

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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ta District in new and different ways and 
seeing what God has planned for me in 
this new position.”

We thank the Lord for both of these 
servants. While their work is usually 
carried out behind the scenes, it is of 
great importance to us. They assist us in 
doing the work of utmost importance: 
making Christ and His salvation known 
here in South Dakota and to the ends of 
the earth!

Well done, Randy! Thank you for all 
you’ve done and continue to do for us. 

And welcome on board, Chad! God 
guide and bless you in your new position.

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
Rom. 1:16; Rom. 16:25-27
“…not ashamed of the Gospel”

MORTGAGE BURNED
at Trinity, Hartford
It was an exciting day at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Hartford, on 
Sunday, April 8. After a wonderful 
time of worship — during which 
the congregation was visited by 
St. Peter, who spoke of his certain 
hope because of the risen Lord 
and Savior — the congregation 
gathered for the burning of their 
mortgage. 

In 2005, Trinity had taken out 
a loan through the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund to help 
finance a fellowship hall and 
preschool area. On April 8, their 
final loan payment was presented 
to Randy Gayken, South Dakota 
District LCEF vice-president. 

The South Dakota District joins 
its sisters and brothers in Christ 
at Trinity in thanking the Lord of 
the Church for His faithfulness to 
them in providing a fine facili-
ty for sharing God’s Word with 
young children and saints of all 
ages!

Th ceremonial check for the final mortgage payment is presented to Randy Gayken, 
South Dakota District LCEF vice president. From left, Jared Jones, head elder; James  
Kunkel, treasurer; Gayken; and Joy Hohn, Debt Reduction Committee member.

Rev. Nabil Nour, pastor, Trinity, Hartford and LCMS 
third vice-president, ignites Trinity’s mortgage, 
being held by James Kunkel, Trinity treasurer.

Rev. Nour transformed into St. Peter for 
his sermon.
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Send submissions 
for the district 
supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the September issue 
is July 15.

ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Kent Borglum, emeritus, 

accepted the call to St. John/Trinity, 
Montevideo, Minn., April 9.

▶  Sue Eberhard, teacher at Black Hills 
Lutheran School, accepted the call 
as principal, First Lutheran Classical 
School, Missoula, Mont., May 7.

▶  The Rev. Jordon Andreasen, pastor, 
St. John, Wagner, and Trinity, Fairfax, 
accepted a call as pastor from Our 
Savior, Aberdeen, and St. John, 
Columbia, May 13.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Jeremy Richert, St. John/

St. Matthew, Magrath, Alberta, 
Canada, received a call of pastor 
from Holy Cross, Dakota Dunes, 
April 8.

▶  Samuel Handschke, candidate, 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, was 
called as associate pastor to Faith, 
Pierre, April 24.

▶  M. Brent Keller, candidate, Concor-
dia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., was called to Peace, 
Alcester, April 25.

▶  Andrew Wolfgram, candidate, Con-
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, was 
called to St. John, Groton, and Zion, 
Andover, April 24.

▶  Hailey Jo Miller, DCE, Cross, New 
Braunsfels, Texas, received a call as 
DCE from Memorial, Sioux Falls, 
May 6.

DECLINED
▶  Tia Esser, administrator, Sioux Falls 

Lutheran School, declined the call 
of principal from Immanuel, Love-
land, Colo., April 17. 

▶  The Rev. Ryan Drevlow, senior 
pastor, Our Redeemer, Sioux Falls, 
declined a call of pastor from 
Immanuel, Sheboygan, Wis., April 
29.

▶  The Rev. Kory Janneke, associate, 
Faith, Sioux Falls, declined a call of 
pastor from Zion, Moberly, Mo., 
April 28.

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen/Columbia, Our Savior/ 

St. John
▶  Alcester, Peace
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Milbank, Emanuel
▶  Pierre, Faith (associate pastor)

▶  Plankinton/White Lake, St. Paul/
Trinity

▶  Rapid Zion (associate pastor)

▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

Call Information
One of the many gifts of the Ref-

ormation was Martin Luther’s 
recognition of vocation. We don’t 

have to leave our lives and join a monas-
tery or be a nun to serve God. We serve 
Him by doing our vocation well. 

If you are a teacher, be the best teacher 
you can be. 

If you are a carpenter, be the best car-
penter, you can be. 

If you are single, be the best single per-
son you can be.

Yes, being single is a vocation. You 
might be single and actively seeking 
the one you will spend the rest of your 
life with. You might be single because 
of divorce. You might be single because 
your husband or wife died. You might 
be single because you are content being 
single. For the moment — or maybe 
for the rest of your life — you have the 
vocation of singleness.

Like every vocation, singleness has its 
specific challenges and rewards. The 
world and our sinful flesh want us to see 
singleness apart from God’s good and 
gracious will. 

The South Dakota District and Divine 
Shepherd Lutheran Church and School 
in Black Hawk will host The Vocation 
of Singleness retreat Oct. 12-13. Make 
plans to attend and see what God has to 
say about singleness and the challenges 
and joys of the single life. 

For more information, send an email to 
dslcpastor@divineshep.org.

Single?

It’s also a vocation — 
attend district retreat 
and learn about its 
joys, challenges
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The heart of

I recently went to see the movie “Paul, 
the Apostle of Christ.” My heart was 
reminded of the struggle that the 

early Christians had even with daily 
life. They could be put to death for 
proclaiming Jesus as their Savior. 
They, along with Paul, knew in their 
hearts that Jesus is the real thing, He 
is the Savior of the world and pro-
claiming that truth was worth the risk. 

While in prison, Paul said (written in 
Rom. 14:8): 

“For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord’s.”

As God’s chosen people, we are called to live to the Lord, 
sharing His love with those around us.

LWML developed a new logo that is a good reminder of 
who we are as God’s people. It has:
▶  A HEART to represent the love and giving nature of the 

members.

▶  A DROP to symbolize the blood of Christ.

▶  A CROSS above all else to proudly show the purpose 
behind the efforts of the LWML. 

The heart of God is behind all that we are and do. He 
showed us His love through Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Now we lift high the cross of Christ as it guides our thanks, 
praise and service. 

This summer, as many societies take a break from their 
gatherings, let’s not take a break from living as God’s 
people. Continue growing by using the daily Mustard Seed 
Devotions found at lwml.org, participating in Word and 
Sacrament worship regularly, and serving God by serving 
others, of all generations, in any way you are able. 

As we just ended our district convention, remember to pray 
for the newly elected and continuing officers, and as you 
add coins to your mite box, to pray for the mission grants 
that we just adopted! As Lutheran Women in Mission, it is 
in our hearts to serve God this way! 

To God be the glory!

With love from Lisa 38th Biennial LWML Convention
June 20–23, 2019

Mobile Convention Center, Mobile, Ala.

Convention Theme: “In Praise to the Lord” – based on the 
Scripture verse, “Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his 
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the 
nations” (1 Chron. 16:23-24a).

Convention Goal: Led by God’s power, we praise and pro-
claim the Lord among all the nations. 

Convention Objectives: 
▶  Sing and rejoice in celebration of His Word.
▶  Tell of His salvation for all.
▶  Declare His glory 

among the 
nations.

▶  Go forth in His 
joy!

Convention Logo  
Explanation: To 
declare His glory 
among the nations is 
the heart of who we are 
as Lutheran Women in Mis-
sion. Guided by the Holy Spirit and 
God’s marvelous works, we will be equipped by 
2019 at Mobile, Ala., to tell of His salvation from day to 
day. The cross and the heart mark the work of Christ Jesus 
to all the earth and lead us “In Praise to the Lord.”

For four years, I heard these 
wonderful words: “To God 
be the Glory.” That is what 
LWML has been for me. 

LWML has helped me see how 
a little mite can go a long way 
and make a difference in Gods 
world, to God be the Glory. 
As I have worked beside some 
wonderful ladies, I am remind-
ed that it is His work, not ours 
that keeps the LWML going; 
and that in every hardship 
faced and effort made, what 
we do is for Him, to God be 
the Glory. 

Servant says farewell
Working with the Young Wom-
an Representatives and Heart 
2 Heart Sisters have been great 
experiences for me, allowing 
me to see how God has made 
a great difference in others, to 
God be the Glory. 

I am thankful for my four 
years of God’s service in the 
LWML and am grateful for the 
friends and fellowship during 
those years, to God be the 
Glory.

Carissa Naasz 
VP of Servant Resources 

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

When I was still 
in high school, I re-
ceived an email out 
of the blue from an 
Ulli Weispfennig 
from Germany. 
He noted that 
we shared the 
same last name 
and inquired if I 
would be willing 
to share any family 
information with 
him since he was 
working on a family genealogy. 

Since Weispfennig is a rare name, there 
was a good chance that we might be 
related. So I shared the family info I 
had and have remained in contact with 
Ulli for about the last 20 years — even 
visiting each other’s homes — in hopes 

of finding a family connection.

Unfortunately, we have not been able 
to find any hard evidence that confirms 
we are related. Ulli theorizes that the 
Weispfennigs were wire makers who 
originated in west-central Germany, 
where he currently lives. But he believes 
one Weispfennig brother’s clan moved 
to Prussia (current day Poland and 
northeast Germany), which is where 
my more immediate family moved from 
when they came to the United States. 

Due to world wars, the former Prussia 
was destroyed, along with any records. 
So finding any kind of verifiable link 
to Ulli’s family and mine has been next 
to impossible — but we still consider 
ourselves family.

Learning about your family history 
can be fun and interesting. This year’s 

Connected to Christ’s 
family — for generations

LWML South Dakota District Conven-
tion is focused on our Christian family’s 
history. By faith in Christ and through 
the waters of Holy Baptism, we are all 
connected to each other in the family of 
faith as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
who has saved us by His grace and mer-
cy on the cross and empty tomb.

God, our heavenly Father, has connect-
ed us all together as a family through a 
common faith in Christ that has been 
passed down from generation to gener-
ation — from the father of all humanity, 
Adam, to the father of many nations, 
Abraham, to Jesus, the Son of God who 
was of the house and line of David, to 
the apostles, who were sent out into the 
world to make disciples of all nations 
by baptizing and teaching all that Jesus 
instructed, all so that we might be called 
children of God. 

“For the Lord is good; his steadfast 
love endures forever, and his faith-
fulness to all generations.”  
— Ps. 100:5

It’s our joy as a family in Christ to share 
God’s love from generation to genera-
tion.

Lisa Asmus visited the LCMS International Center in St. Louis in January to pres-
ent district mission grant checks for Synod ministries. They are, (top left) $3,000 to the 
LCMS Office of International Mission (OIM) to send a chaplain on a mission trip with a Mercy 
Medical Team (from left, Erin Alter, director of OIM Short-Term Mission Teams; Anne Gonza-
lez, manager of Short-Term Training and Engagement; and David Fiala, assistant director of 
Missionary Recruitment). (Top right) $2,500 was given to the Rev. Dr. Mark Wood, director of 
LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry for the LCMS Office of National Mission. The funds will be 
used to for re:Vitality, a comprehensive program to help congregations improve their abilities 
to invite, welcome and receive people from outside the congregation. Left, Asmus chats with 
Mary Hamilton, Grants and Foundations coordinator for LCMS Mission Advancement.
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Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

By Rev. Caleb Schewe 

Pastor, Trinity, Corona, and Our Savior’s, Wilmot; 
and pastoral advisor, Lutherans For Life of 
South Dakota

The paralytic wasn’t living. He hadn’t 
been living since he lost his ability to 
move. He couldn’t hug his children, 

roll over in bed, or tend to his bodily func-
tions. He was ashamed of how he was. He 
couldn’t be the husband, father or man that 
he should be. If he could just die, then his 
wife and children could move on.

At least, that’s how we see invalids. We eval-
uate a person’s life based on how useful or 
productive they are. You know this is true, 
because you’ve said as much. “He wasn’t 
really living for the past few years.” “Ever 
since he had to leave the farm, his life has 
been so much less.” Repent. You are far from 
having the mind of Christ when you look at 
your neighbor.

There are groups in South Dakota trying 
to legalize assisted-suicide, also known as 
euthanasia, dying with dignity and so on. If 
assisted-suicide is legalized, it would allow 
people like the paralytic to have their doctor 
prescribe “medicine” to kill them and end 
their suffering. That is wrong in itself, and it 
opens up additional doors that should never 
be opened. It is not a big move from assist-
ed-suicide to a forced death, that is, a com-
mittee determining that you should be put to 
death because it’s too costly to keep you alive. 
This has already happened in other places.

June: For fellow Christians
June 3: For Christians in all 
stages of life, that they may 
continue to be fed and encour-
aged through Jesus and the fruit 
of His love

June 10: For all missionaries, 
that persecution and suffering 
will be removed from their lives 
as they faithfully serve our Lord.

June 17: For all who gather to 
worship, that the love of Christ 
would be shown in their lives.

June 24: For all of God’s chil-
dren, that they hear God’s Word 
and gladly obey it.

July: For our nation
July 1: For our military families, 
that God would protect and 
bring them together once  
again.

July 8: For all citizens of the U.S., 
that God would preserve them 
and make them faithful citizens, 
both of this nation and of the 
heavenly kingdom.

July 15: For our nation’s leaders, 
so they would uphold all life as 
sacred from the womb to the 
tomb.

July 22: For President Trump, 
Vice President Pence, Gov. Dau-
gaard and all in authority, that 
they be kept from love of power 
and greed, faithfully serving in 
their vocations.

July 29: For our Supreme Court, 
that Roe v. Wade be overturned 
and life in the womb be protect-
ed.

JUNE-JULY  
PRAYER LISTThe receiving 

life of the 
paralytic

The paralytic wasn’t useless. He exemplified 
the Christian life in his suffering. All he could 
do was receive what God gave. He was an 
infant in the kingdom of God, dependent 
on his merciful Father. He learned, day to 
day, that the Lord provides. If the lilies are 
clothed, he is clothed. If the sparrows are fed, 
he is fed.

So also, he gave his neighbors a chance to 
love him as a Christian. Four men brought 
him to Jesus. It’s possible they expected Jesus 
to heal the paralytic. It’s also possible they 
just wanted the paralytic to hear the Gospel 
from Jesus. I’ll dare to ask, do we love our 
shut-ins this way? If we make sure our shut-
ins get to the doctor, do we make sure they 
get to the Divine Service? Many of our shut-
ins feel forgotten by their church.

Before Jesus healed the paralytic’s physical 
ailments, Jesus healed his soul. He said, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” If you asked the 
paralytic if that was enough, the paralytic 
would have said, “yes.” In that moment he 
had everything right with God.

The same is for you. Your life is life because 
you receive from Jesus. He is your Vine; you 
are His branch. That means you have life 
to the full. Living, in the Christian sense, is 
being given to by God. It has nothing to do 
with usefulness. It has everything to do with 
Jesus. Your sins are forgiven. On top of that, 
Jesus gives your body healing. If not now, in 
the resurrection. Amen.

The invalid is 
not ‘useless”; 
not as long as 
there is Jesus
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Following are the winners of the 2018 
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, Inc. 
essay contest.

Grades 6-8
▶  First place 

Zane Wiggs  
Black Hills Lutheran School

▶  Second place 
Jacob Weber 
Black Hills Lutheran School

Grades 9-12 
▶  First place  

Abigail Buchmann 
Zion Lutheran Church, Mitchell

▶  Second place  
Daniellet Hupp 
Black Hills Lutheran School

First-place winners will each receive 
$100 from Lutherans For Life of South 
Dakota, Inc. and have their essays sub-
mitted for the national competition.

Second-place winners will each receive 
$50. 

The grand prize for the winning entry at 
each level in the national competition is 
$250 plus free conference registration 
to the 2018 Lutherans For Life Con-
ference Oct. 12-13 in St. Louis and one 
night lodging at the conference hotel.

Congratulations to these winners and 
to all the other students who submitted 
essays.  Your participation in this event 
is greatly appreciated.

District LFL 
announces 
essay  
winners

Conference will 
remind attendees  
to ‘Have No Fear’

Registration is now open for the 
2018 LCMS Rural & Small 
Town Mission (RSTM) National 

Conference, to be held Nov. 8–10 in 
Kansas City, Mo., at the Hilton Kansas 
City Airport.

Under the theme “Have No Fear,” the 
conference will address the blessings 
and challenges facing contemporary 
rural and small-town congregations. The 
theme verse for the conference is Matt. 
19:26: “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 

The RSTM conference is open to 
anyone who serves, resides or has an 
interest in rural or small-town areas, 
with topics and resources specifically 
suited to the rural and small-town 
mission field. Congregations will 
be encouraged to become healthy 
churches, eager to bear witness for 
Christ, show mercy to those in need 
and develop a robust life together with 
fellow members. 

Breakout topics for the conference 
include ministry to inactive members, 
stewardship, family ministry 
and outreach, hope during grief, 
opportunities with Recognized 
Service Organizations and other 
topics affecting rural and small-town 
congregations. 

New this year are special tracks for 
Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) 
Disaster Training and Youth Ministry; 
these options have a limited number of 
seats and require attendance in all six 
sessions. 

Registration and lodging 

Registration cost for the conference 
is $215 per person and includes 
all plenary and breakout sessions, 
materials, dinner on Thursday, and 
lunch and dinner on Friday. Special 
rates are available for couples, groups 
and those needing meals only.

Hotel reservations must be made 
separately from conference 
registration. The Hilton Kansas City 
Airport conference rate of $106/
single occupancy or $114/double 
occupancy (plus applicable taxes) 
includes breakfast, complimentary 
self-parking and complimentary airport 
transportation on request. 

To reserve a room, contact the Hilton 
Kansas City Airport at 816-8891-8900, 
ask for in-house reservations and 
request the LCMS Rural & Small Town 
Mission Conference rate. The deadline 
for reservations is Sept. 21. 

Registration for the conference closes 
Sept. 15. Lodging grants are available 
for first-time attendees. For more 
information, or to register for the 
conference, visit lcms.org/rstm or 
contact RSTM Coordinator Amy Gerdts 
at 888-463-5127.

KEYNOTE
speakers

The Rev. Timothy Koch, 
pastor of Concordia Lutheran 

Church, Cresbard, 
S.D., and Immanuel 
Lutheran, Wecota, S.D.

The Rev. Dr. Robert H. 
Bennett, executive director 
of Luther Academy and 
visiting professor in Missions 
at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

The Rev. Tom 
Schlund, pastor 

of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Algona, Iowa

Chaplain Craig Muehler, 
director of LCMS Ministry to 
the Armed Forces

Challenges in your 
rural, small town church?
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts for the 
three months ending April 14, 2018, compared to the three months ending April 14, 2017

City, Congregation Comm.   2018  3 months  3 months      Avg/Per      Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2018  2017   2018          2017 City, Congregation Comm.   2018  3 months  3 months      Avg/Per      Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2018  2017   2018          2017

Circuit A — Aberdeen 
Aberdeen, Our Savior  328  –  1,555  1,522  4.74  4.64 
Aberdeen, St. John   86  12,000  5,914  4,489  68.77  52.20 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  838  45,000  12,161  11,365  14.51  13.56 
Andover, Zion  106 – 400  –  3.77  –   
Britton, St. John  152  6,000  –  –  –  –   
Columbia, St. John  103  7,500  1,900  1,825  18.45  17.72 
Cresbard, Concordia  54  –  1,451  –  26.87  –   
Ferney, St. Paul  164  –  –  4,000  –  24.39 
Groton, St. John  298  15,000  7,540  7,045  25.30  23.64 
Leola, St. Paul  71  500  –  200  –  2.82 
Mansfield, Trinity  272  23,500  4,918  4,990  18.08  18.35 
Stratford, St. Paul  48  –  –  1,000  –  20.83 
Wecota, Immanuel  83  6,474  4,157  –  50.08  –   
Circuit A Totals  2,603  $115,974  $39,996  $36,436  15.37  14

Circuit B — Watertown
Aurora, First English  32  1,500  380  930  11.88  29.06 
Brookings, Mount Calvary  354  –  6,760  2,838  19.10  8.02 
Brookings, Peace  212  –  3,245  465  15.31  2.19 
Corona, Trinity  145  2,000  718  502  4.95  3.46 
Flandreau, Redeemer  41  3,000  750  750  18.29  18.29 
Milbank, Bethlehem  63  500  –  –  –  –   
Milbank, Emanuel  882  –  6,426  8,443  7.29  9.57 
Revillo, St. John  131  8,000  –  2,451  –  18.71 
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  4,400  784  1,018  4.87  6.32 
Watertown, Mount Olive  373  30,700  7,675  7,210  20.58  19.33 
Waubay, Zion  118  –  2,008  1,168  17.02  9.90 
White, Zion  99  3,500  –  365  –  3.69 
Wilmot, Our Savior  164  4,500  1,050  700  6.40  4.27 
Circuit B Totals  2,775  $58,100  $29,796  $26,840  10.74  9.67

Circuit C — Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  38  –  500  1,000  13.16  26.32 
Draper, St. Paul  22  250  250  500  11.36  22.73 
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  240  6,500  –  –  –   –   
Harrold, Immanuel  32  600  –  250  –   7.81 
Lebanon, Christ  16  –  –  385  –  24.06 
Midland, St. Peter  44  3,000  886  719  20.14  16.34 
Murdo, Messiah  84  3,000  –  –  –  –   
Norris, St. John  64  –  –  –  –  –   
Onida, Holy Cross  115  1,600  –  –  –  –   
Pierre, Faith  1,568  45,000  11,250  10,248  7.17  6.54 
Presho, Zion  95  1,000  –  –  –  –   
Reliance, Trinity  39  –  –  –  –  –   
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission – –  251  276  –   –   
Circuit C Totals  2,357  $60,950  $13,137  $13,378  5.57  5.68

Circuit D — Huron
Circuit D – Huron
Doland, Redeemer  43   –  1,000  500  23.26  11.63 
Howard, St. John  117   –  –  –  –  –   
Huron, Mount Calvary  776  70,000  10,595  7,698  13.65  9.92 
Madison, Our Savior  324  2,000  300  1,255  0.93  3.87 
Redfield, Messiah  154  500  –  –  –  –   
Wessington Springs, Zion   79  –  650  650  8.23  8.23 
Wolsey, St. John  216  13,400  2,066  755  9.56  3.50 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  –  –  –  –  –   
Circuit D Totals  1,720  $85,900  $14,611  $10,858  8.49  6.31

Circuit E — Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  410  –  –  –  –  –   
Creighton, Emmanuel  53  –  450  355  8.49  6.70
Custer, Our Redeemer  201  6,000  1,500  1,500  7.46  7.46 
Deadwood, Grace  109  2,600  650  650  5.96  5.96 
Hill City, Our Savior  29  –  –  –  –  –   
Hot Springs, Bethesda  327  –  1,760  1,794  5.38  5.49 
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  –  –  –  –   
Rapid City, Bethlehem  474  27,371  9,124  6,719  19.25  14.18
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  120  1,800  560  450  4.67  3.75

Rapid City, Peace  495  –  3,577  3,716  7.23  7.51 
Rapid City, Zion  1,085  8,500  2,125  2,175  1.96  2 
Spearfish, St. Paul  360  40,000  40,000  40,000  111.11  111.11 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  38  600  –  –  –  –  
Wall, First    214  2,100  –  –  –  –   
Circuit E Totals  3,965  $88,971  $59,746  $57,359  15.07  14.47

Circuit F — Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  219  7,500  1,875  1,875   8.56  8.56 
Chamberlain, Zion  404   –    2,677  2,544   6.63   6.30 
Delmont, Zion  167  16,000  –    4,000   –    23.95 
Dimock, Immanuel  186  19,000  7,165   –     38.52   –   
Emery, St. Peter  72  5,000  3,563  2,761   49.49  38.35 
Gregory, St. John  271   –     –    –     –     –   
Hamill, Zion  56  1,000  –    1,000   –    17.86 
Mitchell, Zion  720  29,350  7,355  7,335   10.22  10.19 
Parkston, Faith  198   –    850  1,700   4.29  8.59 
Plankinton, St. Paul  177   –    2,000   –     11.30   –   
Tripp, Emmaus  126  10,000  2,500  2,500  19.84  19.84 
White Lake, Trinity  124  8,000  2,260  3,065   18.23  24.72 
Winner, Christ  145  2,000  1,000  500   6.90  3.45 
Circuit F Totals  2,865  $97,850  $31,245  $27,280   10.91  9.52

Circuit G — Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  –  –   –  –  –   
Canistota, Zion  234  –  –   2,586  –  11.05 
Emery, St. John  51  –  –   –  –  –   
Freeman, St. Paul  276  9,000  –   –     –  –   
Hartford, Trinity  104  2,500  –   625  –  6.01 
Marion, Bethesda  65  –  –   2,500  –  38.46 
Menno, Immanuel  105  –  465   275  4.43  2.62 
Montrose, St. John  86  –  –  –  –  –   
Parker, First English  37  –  203  644  5.49  17.41
Scotland, St. Paul  38  600  150  300  3.95  7.89 
Spencer, Trinity  71  2,000  –  –  –  –   
Wentworth, St. Peter  180  7,600  1,153  2,002  6.41  11.12 
Circuit G Totals  1,328  $21,700  $1,971  $8,932  1.48  6.73

Circuit H — Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  320  13,200 2,200  3,300  6.88  10.31 
Sioux Falls, Christ  98  1,500  375  375  3.83  3.83 
Sioux Falls, Faith  579  42,000  10,500  14,000  18.13  24.18 
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  193  –  3,622  3,622  18.77  18.77
Sioux Falls, Memorial  688  –  4,333  5,139  6.30  7.47 
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  378  –  5,675  5,675  15.01  15.01 
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  223  –  3,750  3,750  16.82  16.82 
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  36  –  –  –  –  –   
Sioux Falls, Zion  722  47,000  17,000  11,000  23.55  15.24 
Tea, Risen Savior  85  7,600  2,458  1,986  28.92  23.36 
Circuit H Totals  3,322  $111,300  $49,913  $48,847  15.02  14.70

Circuit I — Yankton
Alcester, Peace  123  3,000  1,186  1,283  9.64  10.43 
Avon, Zion  178  5,000  1,270  1,275  7.13  7.16 
Centerville, First English  99  2,000  893  961  9.02  9.71 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  155  25,050  4,023  3,554  25.95  22.93 
Fairfax, Trinity  71  4,000  –  4,000  –  56.34 
Hurley, Zion  40  2,700  –  –  –  –   
Springfield, Our Savior  27  100  –  –  –  –   
Tyndall, St John  166  2,000  –  –  –  –   
Utica, Martinus  62  –  408  –  6.58  –   
Vermillion, Concordia  60  –  1,800  1,500  30  25 
Wagner, St John  263  –  2,250  2,250  8.56  8.56 
Yankton, St John  1,072  –  17,667  8,364  16.48  7.80 
Circuit I Totals  2,316  $43,850  $29,497  $23,187  12.74  10.01

GRAND TOTALS  23,251  $684,595  $269,912  $253,117  11.61  10.89 

Comm. Members: Communicant membership, as of Dec., 31, 2016 per LCMS Rosters and 
Statistics


